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welcome
Welcome to Connect Conference where high school graduates
from around the world come together to share ideas, discuss
global challenges, and collaborate on solutions

time keeper
When you hear the gong, it means something new is about to
begin. A cheerful cue to wrap up, take a sip, and move to the next
session together!

care & well-being
Throughout the week, there will always be someone available if
you need support, a listening ear, or practical help. This Care
Person will be clearly visible and can be approached at any time for
anything related to your physical or mental health.

We also provide a low-stimulus space, a quiet zone where you can
take a break, rest, or recharge if things feel overwhelming. Please
use it freely and respectfully.

To help create a healthy and inclusive atmosphere, we ask all
participants to observe the following agreements:

community agreements

Care for the space: Keep
communal areas tidy and
handle all materials and
facilities with care.
Consent & privacy: Ask
before taking photos,
recording, or sharing
someone’s image or story.
Listen actively, speak kindly.
Everyone’s experience and
background is valued here.

Substance-free
environment: Connect
Conference is a drug- and
alcohol-free event.
Respectful presence: We
meet each other with
openness, empathy, and
integrity.
Quiet hours: Please respect
night-time rest and shared
sleeping areas.



Upon arrival, you’ll receive a colorful Bonfim bracelet, a tradition
from Salvador da Bahia in Brazil. People tie it with three knots,
making a wish with each one, and keep it on until it naturally falls
off, a sign that their wishes are finding their way into the world.

At Connect Conference, the bracelets also bring people together.
They form the basis of our conversation groups, small circles where
participants share reflections and ideas after the lectures. Each
group has a conversation leader to guide the flow, but the
conversation grows through everyone’s thoughts and experiences.

good food is important!

conversation groups

All meals are lovingly prepared by Anna Wynants and her team.
With care, creativity, and a passion for good food, they turn local
ingredients into delicious, nourishing dishes that keep us
connected and energized throughout the week. Meals will be
served in the great hall.

Our heartfelt thanks also go to Akelei, Ekoplaza, Vark, and other
local producers for their generous support and high-quality
ingredients that make these meals possible.

sponsors



lectures

Reinoud Meijer
Opening Lecture – Sunday 20:00 – 21:00

From specialisation to integration 
Reasons to Connect. 

Juul Brandsma
Wednesday 10:00 – 11:00

Polarisation 
Understanding the dynamics of Us vs Them. 

Maaianne Knuth
Monday 10:00 – 11:00

Stories from the South
The power of following your dreams.

Bastiaan Baan
Thursday 10:00 – 11:00

‘I stand at peace with the world’
Mission impossible?



workshops
Damien Versele

Discover Your Personal Path: A Journey to Yourself
Find your direction in 3 days. Explore what drives 

you and choose a study path that feels right.

Melanie Lauwaert & Pieter Govaerts
Introduction to Anthroposophy

Explore anthroposophy as a path to understand
yourself, the world, and our time more deeply.

Sietske van Poelgeest
Taking Action in a Time of Disruption and Uncertainty

Join a learning journey to explore change, connect, 
and shape a more sustainable future together.

Koen Joly
Creating Magic

Explore how to create moments of magic, spark
inspiration, and bring wonder into everyday life.

Sylvie De Vogelaere
Your life journey in 3 steps

Explore your story, reflect on your journey, and step 
into your next chapter with confidence.

Siddarth Jain
Thinking in Systems

See the bigger picture, spot connections, and gain 
tools to navigate complexity with confidence.

Julie Vandamme
Folk Dancing: Connecting countries and people

Discover folk dances from Flanders, connect through
movement, and feel the joy of dancing together.



night café
After the day’s sessions, join us for the Night Café. A cozy, informal
space run by the volunteers where you can relax, recharge, and get
to know one another. Drinks and snacks are available at very
reasonable prices.  It’s a moment to pause after a busy day, share
stories, enjoy music and connect in a calm, friendly atmosphere.

If you prefer some fresh air, there’s also the opportunity to gather
outside around a campfire, where you can continue conversations
or simply enjoy the warmth and quiet of the evening.

alumni talks
Three Connect Conference alumni will share their stories about
how the conference inspired them and shaped their paths.
Hear firsthand how ideas, connections, and experiences from
Connect can lead to new opportunities, projects, and personal
growth.

connAction initiative space
This is your space to take initiative, share ideas, and make things
happen. Want to run a small activity, host a discussion, or
showcase a project? This is the place to experiment, collaborate,
and bring your ideas to life.

zing
Final Evening – ZING with Lisa Jordens
Join us for a musical and uplifting evening with Lisa Jordens from
ZING.Expect music, energy, and shared joy as we come together to
celebrate the week and connect through song.

open mic
Step up to the mic and share your voice, your music, or your story.
This is a space for creativity, connection, and spontaneous
expression. No pressure, just fun!



map

in case of emergency
In case of an emergency, please stay calm and contact one of our
volunteers or a member of the organizing team.

Emergency numbers:
police - 101
ambulance & fire brigade - 112
doctor on call - 1733
organisation - +32497177897
adress: Mallekotstraat 43, 2500 Lier

dorm
itory

great hall 

wash
house

discovery hall 

kitchen house
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